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“It’s a Long Way to Tipperary”
The mystery of the Medal

Benny Gallagher’s house is on the
edge of Glenveagh National Park
and just a quarter of a mile from the
blrthplace of St Colmcille.

Last year, while Benny was, dlgglng
in hIS garden -

We cleaned it using coke and
inscribed on the back was,

P. Hynes, 4088 t8instér Regiment.




Adair wanted a hunting estate and Adair was to die suddenly in

so he bought 20,000 acres under America and Mrs. Adair, who was
the shadows of Muckish and Errigal much kinder than her late husband,
Mountains and he built a castle took over his estate and introduced

there. red deer.

But he soon fell out with his
tenants and evicted 244 of them
from the Derryveagh part of ‘his
estate, close to Benny Gallagher s
farm

mfeb%a_ is stan @?

-

of"thts huntmg gmi@‘"at Gienvéirgh Castle

Eviction seen?‘

Many of these young a%ﬂlts
for Australia to begin a new.J-l
never returned. !

mtrodu‘bed his famous poster

To ensure that the lke: Sk featurmg tjl‘giself announcing...

and evictions would néver happen
again, Irish politicians began fighting
for Tenants Rights and for Home
Rule.




“Your Country Needs You.” Leinster Regiment was ordered to
D R ey capture the French town of
Armentieres from the Germans,
where there was a bulge in the
British line. i G b

Three who joined were Phllip Hynes %
and his two brothers, Edward and
Patrick from outside Nenagh. .. 01.¢

antieres became
clock Square’

;‘U

Ph[llp and Patn(:k Joine’d Ihe
Lemster Regiment and wgre tralmgg o -' |
in Cork when the war began Tt;elri »
regiment was immediately. sent t i

L R S g

they could control the pmtﬁhere
The British managed to win this
“Race for the Coast.” What resulted
was two armies facing each other
along a Western Front, stretching
from the sea to the Alps. The

Digging in




That first winter was cold and After Christmas, the trench warfare
miserable for Hynes and his fellow resumed. The Leinster Regiment

soldiers. Then on Christmas Eve, was sent to t@&mm arbug;d Ypres
they saw strange lights and

believing that it was a night attack,
their snipers shot them down. But it chlorme o{mustard gas fop‘
had just been the Germans time and tF@y forced a_~}
launching Chinese lanterns. Then the line'sl
they heard Stille Nacht being sung
and the Germans shouting over
asking for a ceasefire. There was to
be no more shooting that night. The
following morning as the L'é_ji;,r;)sters
were improving their trentﬁé?s the
Germans cautiously made thelr WHS/
out onto No Man’s Land to bu;‘ :
their dead. Hynes and_ soﬁﬁ;a;%éuf‘ O
fellow soldiers went }:b__ "'”Ip them ° %
and soon’ they wef@f%x hanglng ‘i
small gifts; aifhougmthere is no s
mention of any fqéjgall métcﬁl

When their generals fqyﬁd out, they
were furious and ordered that it
never happen again.

Edward Hynes is second from the left




He never got over his injuries and
was to die in 1921.

In response, the British dug their
first tunnel bomb of the war under
the German lines at Hooge nearby,
packed it with explosives and blew
it up. It created a huge crater.

Hooge Crater

It killed hundreds of Germans
which allowed the AIJles te -

first tlme in th|s wg&gPhlllp anes

and hIS fellow Sqlﬁiﬁf s wﬂnessed

German flame thrower att ck at Hooge

With all these attacks and counter
attacks, Hynes’ section of the front
line was a total mess.

g
&
,’S

th of August, his part of the
. Qcame under heavy shelling
for a cou”ple of hours which set off a
box of theirgrenades. When this
bombardment had finished, Hynes
was amongst those that had been
killed.




Awaiting burial

He was buried at his regiment’s
dressing station at Birr Cross which
would later become a cemetery.

Mass card

To date no family member has had

the opportunity of visiting his grave
in Belgium.

With the British army busy fighting

in Europe, Ir|§§%publma@$ took

Dublmers were furious with them
because ofﬁw destruction caused
and also bécause many husbands
were away fighting in the Great
War.




Dublin after the Easter Rising

But then fifteen of the leaders were
executed and immediately:they

To many Irtsh people, the Bntnsh

wer& now the enemy, angﬁhgy ,jg

wanted to break free £§ -33*‘

W

Mrs. Adair thought it not Y.

come back to Glenveagh,; -
returning:as heroes, to many they

were now séen as traitors who had
been fighting with the ‘enemy’.
Patrick Hynes had survived the war
but he had to come home without
his dead brother Phillip. He had




witnessed many terrible things

‘Black and Tans’, many of whom had

during his five years fighting and his fought in the Great War and who

brother Edward was now also
desperately ill.

after the war, his mg}h§r was

presented with Phﬁ[@‘}s 1915 Star
medal. ¢ B

A terrible War for Independence
erupted against the British forces
which now included the dreaded

But it was better to: say not”hmg
just try getting on’ Mth %{éﬁﬁe ye'ar

y ‘S

had been drafted in to help.

He was part: of the 4™ Battalion
Tlpperarvwho fought this guerrilla
warfare, constantly moving from
safe house to safe house.




By the end of 1921, both sides were
exhausted fighting and they agreed
on a treaty which gave Ireland a
Free State of 26 counties.

The Treaty signed by both sides

The Dail splintered into two groups,
those that were pro treaty —'The
Free Staters’ and those that would
not accept it —'The Irregulars’. Soon
another war&ﬁ*brokﬁh

ar

between fgi ner friends an&@%

Fa3!




eace talks
close to

They also took control of the “Q
surrounding gate lodges and ’Lady AN
Mary’s House' situated below Benny
Gallagher’s. il

Lady Marp*s’FIﬂUse gl

Sf '*.»‘

é’srv,_"

ew'a.""

Bennys granny remegnbeéédﬁ tfje* s

some stage he dropgéﬁ °che medal
which was not to be found for almost
another century.




Charlie Daly

of their intentions and so he put four
of his men on the runners of the car a
until it was safely out of the area, r

A short time Ia'eer&%me' of tﬁe

soldlers from the eas%tj@ambushed §

injuring many 6th§l$ Fee}fngﬁ welae

now runnlng htgﬁ andthe . Frﬁgﬂ_ i

‘%rmg up a~la'rg,e
cannon to bla§t 1.133 kf'regg,lanrs“out of -

But before it arrived, the Irregulars
had scarpered.

In the House of Commons the
Minister for the Colonies was soon
answering questions about what
was happening in Glenveagh. His

ver clearl that
ey clearly.shyt %]
from Bri

&

motorca?.ﬁs had visited a number of
farmhouses%gn the Churchill and
Termon difricts and conscripted
about 11 young women, whom they
brought with them to the castle to
act as domestic servants for those
are in occupation there; that the




mother of one of the girls, who Lieut. Colonel Dalrymple White:

vigorously protested against the Will not the right hon. Gentleman
taking away of her daughter, was take further steps in this case, in
placed in a motorcar and driven view of the fact that the outrages
away a few miles, after which she occurred in t@@@nm:hﬂl d.lstnct?
was put out on the roadside, and Churchill: gﬁ%t is a joke, Isﬁkpose?

the car resumed its journey to the
castle; and whether in view of
recent outrages on women in
Ireland, any steps have been taken,
or will be taken, to secure the
release of these young women?

.

Gretton.%as the right hon*= } i

Mr. Churchill: My attention has

been drawn to a newspaper report

of this outrage, but | am und@le to ;. -
vouch for its accuracy. In any case, .-
the matter would appear»t? be, oh@?
for the Provisional Govemmertt “"*’@
deal with, and ! am: glad te &b

\A\,}," “&1 =

reléa§ed— nd.that is what is being

b bseri/é
that, accorﬁng to the l@test report _
their troops hav@ 3@ compelled the

evacuation of Giewuragh Casqje, an gi

Churchill at the time of the debate




Meanwhile, The Irregulars from the
castle were now on the run. But
Daly’s column was captured and
four of them including Daly himself
were executed.

{he L MWWM
Apeit 1068, Caivying the Rag wep Bick Balaul. Baiod him ffrom
bt ko toll} were: Miiches hanoy. Deny Lynch, BIl hally, Mick Heyen. Jorone
R R e o VS s o bt S

The four that were-executed””™

Commander Sweeney probably had
no idea that Daly had saved his life
in Churchill just a few months
before.

Shortly after these executions, a
cease fire was called and Philip
Hynes Jnr. Returned home to
Tipperary, but without his medal.

b gl
Philip Hynes:
1966 comme

r. Is six from the’

M %chlhmney with his staff at
i, Glenveagh castle
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Hooge Crater

ilip

Birr Cross Cemetery where Ph

ied

Hynes is bur

now a lake,

Hooge Crater,
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Hellfire Corner




once known as “the most
“dangerous place on Earth”

Every night at eight, the road is
closed and the Last Post is played.

but nowadays just a roundabout.

N B

The cemetery is less than two mites




death along with a copy of his

The medal will shortly be presented

medal’s story.

back to the Hynes family in time for
the 100%™ anniversary of Phillip’s
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Answers to fifty questions sent to the Hynes family in Tipperary
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before he was killed. We found th
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We found this painting which was done during the fighting at Hooge on the very day that
b Philip Hynes was killed the 15" of August 1915.
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A letter similar to the one sent to Mrs. Hynes informing her that her son had been killed.
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Photograph including Edward Hynes who is standing on the left. He worked as a lorry
driver. No photograph exists of his brother Philip.
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A card sent home from the front by Edward Hynes to his young son Michael
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“Stand at ease”




b

“It's a Long Way to Tipperary”
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“I will make soldiers out of you if it is the last thing | do”!

EY.




Where the medal was found




Looking down to Lady Mary's House from Benny Gallaghers




At Lady Mary’s House

Down at Lady Mary’s with Benny telling us about the history of the house.



Our class at Glenveagh Castle

The 1915 Star Medal

o e S e S e s
e IR R I e D e e R e

The original 1915 Star Medal in between the two copies that we got made. The original
will be going back to the Hynes family in Tipperary, one of the copies will be given to
Benny Gallagher and the other copy will be kept by the school.
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