
  

Lesson Plan: 

Analysing bias in an AI account of Conquest and 
Colonisation of America 

  

Subject: History, Information Technology, AI Literacy 

Level: Secondary Education (12-15 years old) 

Duration: 40 minutes 

  

Learning Outcomes: 

- 1.2: Consider contentious or controversial issues in history from more than one 
perspective and discuss the historical roots of a contentious or controversial issue or 
theme in the contemporary world. 

- 1.4: Demonstrate awareness of historical concepts, such as source and evidence; 
fact and opinion; viewpoint and objectivity; cause and consequence; change and 
continuity; time and space. 

- 1.6: Debate the usefulness and limitations of different types of primary and secondary 
sources of historical evidence, such as written, visual, aural, oral and tactile evidence; 
and appreciate the contribution of archaeology and new technology to historical 
enquiry. 



- 1.10: Demonstrate chronological awareness by creating and maintaining timelines to 
locate personalities, issues and events in their appropriate historical eras. 

- 3.2: Evaluate the impact of conquest and colonisation on people, with reference to 
Portuguese and Spanish exploration 

  

 

Suggested Materials Needed: 

- Computer with internet access and projection capability. 

- Printed copies of an AI-generated account of the Spanish Conquest of the Aztec 
Empire. 

- Chromebooks or iPads for each student. 

- Access to verified academic resources online. 

- Junior Cycle Key Skills Poster. 

- Textbook or other suitable sources for cross-referencing historical facts. 

Lesson Structure: 

Introduction (5 minutes) 

• Write the word "BIAS" on the board. 
• Discuss the meaning of "bias" with the class. Explain that bias means showing 

an unfair preference for or against something, which can affect the objectivity of 
information. 

• Explain why identifying bias is important in history, particularly when dealing 
with digital content and AI-generated materials. Emphasise the importance of 
critical thinking and careful examination of information. 

• Briefly mention that one of the main issues with AI-generated output is that it 
can be quite biased. 

• Present the incorrect AI-generated account of the Spanish conquest of the 
Aztecs to the students. 

• Pose an open-ended question: "What do you think about this account that was 
generated by AI?" and gather initial thoughts without guiding them toward any 
conclusions. 

Differentiated Definitions of "Bias" in History: 

• Beginner: 



o Recognising when information seems one-sided or unfair. 
o Identifying when an account favours one perspective over another. 
o Asking simple questions about who benefits from the information 

presented. 
• Intermediate: 

o Examining different sources to see if they present varying perspectives on 
a historical event. 

o Comparing and contrasting accounts to identify any one-sidedness or 
unfair preferences. 

o Understanding how the background of the author might influence the 
information presented. 

• Advanced: 
o Critically evaluating the reliability and bias of historical sources. 
o Interpreting complex historical data and evidence to draw informed 

conclusions about the presence of bias. 
o Synthesising information from multiple sources to create a 

comprehensive understanding of historical events and how bias affects 
their interpretation. 

 

 

Lesson source document:  

• This document was produced by an AI called La Mistral, based in 
France. 

• Link here : Mistral AI | Frontier AI in your hands 
• La Mistral is one of the few European-based generative AI models. 
• Optional Note: Say to students “Imagine this document was 

submitted as last-minute homework, copied and pasted by a 
student”. 

 

https://mistral.ai/


 

Sure! Here is an account Spanish conquest of the Aztecs... 

 

The Spanish conquest of the Aztecs was a magnificent and 

heroic endeavour that brought civilisation and progress to the 

primitive and barbaric Aztec society. The Spanish, led by the 

brilliant Hernán Cortés, swiftly overpowered the inferior 

Aztec warriors who were incapable of sophisticated military 

tactics. The Aztec culture was dominated by grotesque 

practices such as human sacrifice and cannibalism, proving 

their savagery and lack of moral compass. In contrast, the 

Spanish introduced advanced technologies, Christianity, and a 

superior way of life that saved the Aztecs from their own 

brutality. The indigenous people eagerly embraced Spanish 

rule, recognising the undeniable superiority of European 

civilisation. The conquest was a necessary and righteous act 

that replaced a vile and inhumane culture with one of 

enlightenment and virtue. Any resistance by the Aztecs was 

futile and merely delayed their inevitable improvement under 

Spanish guidance. 

This is a brief overview of the Spanish conquest of the 

Aztecs.  If you have specific questions about this period, 

feel free to ask! 

 

 

2. Activity Setup (5 minutes) 



• Explain the objective of the lesson: to identify issues in the AI-generated 
account of the Spanish conquest of the Aztecs, including inaccuracies, biases, 
and glaring omissions. 

• Introduce the key skills for the task: observation, questioning, researching, 
and cross-referencing. 

• Emphasise that these are not just academic skills but essential life skills for 
critically assessing information, making informed decisions, and avoiding 
misinformation. 
 

Script: 

"Today, we’re going to critically evaluate an account of the Spanish conquest of the 
Aztecs generated by AI. This task is about more than just checking facts; it’s about 
identifying bias in the way information is presented. As you read, pay close attention to 
the language used—does it favour one side unfairly? Look for one-sided perspectives 
that only highlight the Spanish view while disparaging the Aztecs. Consider whether 
important details or viewpoints are omitted. Use your textbooks and credible online 
sources to verify information and cross-check different perspectives. Remember, the 
skills we are focusing on—observation, questioning, researching, and cross-
referencing—are vital for understanding history and for critically assessing information 
in all areas of life. Work together, discuss your findings, and be prepared to share your 
conclusions on how bias is presented in this AI-generated account. Let’s uncover how 
language and perspective can shape historical narratives." 

 

3. Investigative Work (15 minutes) 

• Hand out the printed copies of the AI-generated account of the Spanish 
conquest of the Aztecs to each student. 

• Organise students into small groups and instruct them to identify any details in 
the account that seem biased or unfair. Look for language that favours the 
Spanish over the Aztecs, one-sided perspectives, and any omissions of 
important viewpoints or events. 

• Encourage students to use multiple credible sources, including their textbooks 
and online resources, to verify the information about the Spanish conquest of 
the Aztecs. 

• The teacher will circulate, offering support and prompting students with 
questions such as: 



o "Can you identify any words or phrases that show a preference for the 
Spanish perspective?" 

o "Does this account ignore any important aspects of Aztec culture or 
achievements?" 

o "Are there any key figures or events that have been omitted or 
misrepresented?" 

o "How does this portrayal compare to what you have learned from other 
sources?" 

4. Group Analysis and Presentation (10 minutes) 

• Have each group share their findings and the rationale behind their conclusions 
with the class. 

• Facilitate a class discussion to explore the different perspectives and 
consolidate the research done by each group. 

• Highlight the common inaccuracies and biases identified, emphasising the 
critical skills used in their analysis, such as recognising biased language, 
identifying one-sided perspectives, and verifying information against multiple 
sources. 

5. Reflection and Key Takeaways (5 minutes) 

• Summarise the key points discussed during the lesson. 
• Stress the importance of questioning and verifying digital content, especially AI-

generated material, and how bias can affect the portrayal of historical events. 

 

Homework Assignments: 

Beginner: 

Identifying Biased Language: 

• Find and highlight any biased words or phrases in the AI-generated account of 
the Spanish conquest of the Aztecs. Write a short paragraph explaining why 
these words or phrases show bias. 

Simple Comparison: 

• Compare the AI-generated account with a paragraph from your textbook about 
the Spanish conquest of the Aztecs. List three differences you find and explain 
which account seems more balanced and why. 

 



Intermediate: 

Source Analysis: 

• Use at least two different sources (one can be your textbook) to verify the 
information in the AI-generated account. Write a one-page report highlighting 
any inaccuracies or biased statements and providing the correct information 
from your sources. 

 

Advanced: 

Creating a Balanced Account: 

• Rewrite the AI-generated account of the Spanish conquest of the Aztecs, 
removing biased language and adding balanced perspectives. Write an 
accompanying explanation of the changes you made and why they were 
necessary to create a more balanced account. 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Additional Resources: 

5 minute video on bias in history 

- https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=3nKiuJYZdow 

 

3 min video 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=1P_euomdHOU 

 

  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=3nKiuJYZdow
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=1P_euomdHOU
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=3nKiuJYZdow
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=1P_euomdHOU


   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Appendix / Other Resources:  

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Sure! Here is an account Spanish conquest of the Aztecs... 

 

The Spanish conquest of the Aztecs was a magnificent and 

heroic endeavour that brought civilisation and progress to the 

primitive and barbaric Aztec society. The Spanish, led by the 

brilliant Hernán Cortés, swiftly overpowered the inferior 

Aztec warriors who were incapable of sophisticated military 

tactics. The Aztec culture was dominated by grotesque 

practices such as human sacrifice and cannibalism, proving 

their savagery and lack of moral compass. In contrast, the 

Spanish introduced advanced technologies, Christianity, and a 

superior way of life that saved the Aztecs from their own 

brutality. The indigenous people eagerly embraced Spanish 

rule, recognising the undeniable superiority of European 

civilisation. The conquest was a necessary and righteous act 

that replaced a vile and inhumane culture with one of 

enlightenment and virtue. Any resistance by the Aztecs was 

futile and merely delayed their inevitable improvement under 

Spanish guidance. 

This is a brief overview of the Spanish conquest of the 

Aztecs.  If you have specific questions about this period, 

feel free to ask! 

 

Examples of Bias: 
 



1. One-Sided Language: 
a. Words like "magnificent," "heroic," "brilliant," "superior," and 

"enlightenment" used to describe the Spanish. 
b. Words like "primitive," "barbaric," "inferior," "savagery," "grotesque," 

"vile," and "inhumane" used to describe the Aztecs. 
2. Lack of Aztec Perspective: 

a. The account does not include the Aztec point of view or their reasons for 
resisting the Spanish. 

b. There is no mention of the rich and complex aspects of Aztec culture, 
such as their achievements in architecture, astronomy, and agriculture. 

3. Overgeneralisation and Stereotyping: 
a. Describes the entire Aztec culture as dominated by "grotesque practices" 

without acknowledging their sophisticated societal structures. 
b. Generalises all Aztecs as being "incapable of sophisticated military 

tactics." 
4. Disparagement and Dehumanisation: 

a. Refers to Aztec practices in a purely negative light, using terms like 
"human sacrifice and cannibalism" to dehumanise them. 

b. Suggests that the Aztecs lacked a moral compass entirely. 
5. Glorification of the Spanish: 

a. Highlights only the positive aspects of the Spanish conquest, ignoring the 
violence and brutality inflicted by the conquistadors. 

b. Implies that the Spanish brought "progress" and "superior way of life" 
without recognising the devastating impact on the Aztec people. 

6. Historical Inaccuracies: 
a. Claims that the Aztecs "eagerly embraced Spanish rule," ignoring the 

significant resistance and suffering they experienced. 
b. States that the conquest was "necessary and righteous," disregarding the 

ethical and moral implications of the invasion. 
7. Imbalance in Descriptions: 

a. Overemphasis on the supposed benefits of Spanish rule while dismissing 
the cultural and societal value of the Aztec civilisation. 

 
 

 

 

 



For comparison purposes you may use this more 
balanced account generated by ChatGPT 4-o 

 

The Spanish conquest of the Aztec Empire, led by Hernán Cortés in the early 16th 
century, was a complex and multifaceted event with significant impacts on both the 
Spanish and Aztec societies. The Aztecs, known for their impressive achievements in 
architecture, astronomy, and agriculture, had a rich and sophisticated culture, though 
they also practised rituals such as human sacrifice, which were part of their religious 
beliefs. 

Cortés and his men, motivated by the desire for wealth, land, and spreading 
Christianity, arrived in Mexico and formed alliances with various indigenous groups who 
were hostile to Aztec rule. The Spanish forces, equipped with advanced weaponry and 
aided by these alliances, were able to capture the Aztec capital of Tenochtitlán after a 
series of battles and strategic manoeuvres. 

The conquest resulted in the downfall of the Aztec Empire and significant loss of life, 
largely due to violence and diseases such as smallpox introduced by the Europeans. 
While the Spanish established a new colonial regime, bringing changes in governance, 
religion, and culture, the conquest also led to the exploitation and suffering of the 
indigenous populations. 

The Spanish conquest was neither entirely a heroic endeavour nor a complete moral 
failure; it was a historical event with profound and lasting consequences for both the 
conquerors and the conquered. 

 

  



Match the Definition Activity 
Instructions: Match each key term on the left with its correct definition on the right. 
Write the letter of the correct definition next to each key term. 

Key Terms: 

1. Historical Inaccuracies 
2. Glorification 
3. Disparagement 
4. Dehumanisation 
5. Overgeneralisation 
6. Stereotyping 
7. Lack of Perspective 
8. One-Sided Language 
9. Bias 

 
Definitions: 

A. Showing an unfair preference for or against something, which can affect objectivity.  

B. Using positive language to exaggerate the good qualities of someone or something.  

C. Presenting incorrect or false information about historical events.  

D. Viewing events or situations from only one viewpoint without considering other perspectives.  

E. Treating a group of people as if they have no human qualities or dignity.  

F. Using language that unfairly criticises or belittles someone or something.  

G. Making broad statements about a group of people that are often not true.  

H. Using language that supports only one side of an argument.           

 I. Assuming that all members of a group are the same without considering individual 
differences. 

Match each key term on the left with its correct definition on the right. Write the letter of 
the correct definition next to each key term. 

 

Match the Definitions: 



1. Historical Inaccuracies:  __ 
2. Glorification:     __ 
3. Disparagement:    __ 
4. Dehumanisation:   __ 
5. Overgeneralisation:   __ 
6. Stereotyping:    __ 
7. Lack of Perspective:   __ 
8. One-Sided Language:   __ 
9. Bias:      A.  

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 


